Lena Mae Saltzman
January 10, 1933 - June 3, 2021

Lena Saltzman, founder of Lena’s Cajun Seafood Dishes Dies

Gueydan, LA

Lena Mae Duhon Saltzman, devoted wife, mother, grandmother, great-
grandmother, and dear friend to many, died peacefully at home surrounded by
her family at 3:30 AM

on Thursday, June 3, 2021. She was 88.

Lena is survived by her husband of 71 years, Kerney Paul Saltzman of
Gueydan, LA; two children, Russell Saltzman (Tam) of Gueydan, LA, and
Charlene Saltzman Jannise (Michael) of Youngsville, LA; seven grandchildren,
Ryan Jannise of Great Falls, VA, Shanna Jannise Miller (Jeffrey) of Lafayette,
LA, Michael Jannise, Jr. of Lafayette, LA, Adrienne Jannise Mejias (Jason) of
Youngsville, LA, Katherine Saltzman of New Orleans, LA, Russell Saltzman of
New Orleans, LA, and James Saltzman of Houston, TX; eight great-
grandchildren; and a sister, Rose Duhon Vincent (Dallas) of Lafayette, LA.
She is preceded in death by her mother and father, Elezia and Erene Duhon
of Lafayette, LA, two great-grandchildren, Emma Mejias and Anna Mejias, two
brothers Alex Duhon of Lafayette, LA, and Emery Duhon of Baton Rouge, LA,
and two sisters Eula Duhon of Lafayette, LA and Lorraine Duhon Istre of
Lafayette, LA.

On January 10, 1933, Lena was born in Cow Island, LA, to Elezia and Erene
Duhon. She attended E. Broussard school in Cow Island, LA. On March 2,
1950, she married Kerney Paul Saltzman of Gueydan, LA. Lena and Kerney



were rice farmers until they retired from farming in 1990. Lena began her
second career when she founded Lena’s Cajun Seafood Dishes, Inc. on
March 15, 1990. Lena’s Cajun Seafood continues to grow, and is owned and
operated by three grandchildren, Ryan Jannise, Shanna Miller, and Michael
Jannise, Jr. Patrons have enjoyed her cuisine at southern Louisiana festivals.
For many years, the CODOFIL tours included lunch at Lena and Kerney’s
home.

In addition to her business success, Lena and Kerney were active members of
the Wally Byam Caravan Club International. They traveled across the United
States with their close friends and celebrated their 40th year of membership in
January 2021 on a trip to Biloxi. The Airstream Club and their many friends
were an essential part of her life. Until her business consumed all of her time,
she was an avid gardener and enjoyed oil painting.

For those who knew Lena, nothing was more apparent than the fact that her
family and friends meant the world to her. She was never happier in life than
when surrounded by these people. Until her death, she expressed selfless
care and concern for her family and friends above herself.

Matthews and Son Funeral Home at 514 Second Street in Gueydan, LA, are
managing services. Visitation will be on June 6th from 2:00 PM until 9:00 PM.
Lena’s daughter, Charlene, will lead the Holy Rosary at 6:00 PM. Visitation will
resume on June 7th from 9:00 AM until 1:30 PM. A Mass of Christian burial is
scheduled for 2:30 PM at Holy Rosary Catholic Church at 602 Church Ave,
Kaplan, LA. Father Gilbert Dutel will preside. Interment will follow Mass at
Holy Rosary Cemetery in Kaplan.

Pallbearers are Ryan Jannise, Michael Jannise, Jr., James Saltzman, Gerald
Duhon, Jeffrey Miller, Curt Fontenot, and Peter Pollak. Honorary pallbearers
are Kerney Saltzman, Russell Saltzman, Matthew Mejias, Ace Parson,
Brennan Miller, Dallas Vincent, Kenneth Touchet, Chad Gardemal, Joey
Gardemal, Matthew Gardemal, and Isaac Kestler.

Special thanks to Whitney Credeur, Sheena Domingue, and Hospice of
Acadiana for their warm care with dedicated support. And most importantly,



our most profound appreciation to Candace Istre and Judy Badon, both of
Gueydan, for their tremendous love and care for Lena, Kerney, and our family
in our time of sadness and need. You have been a blessing to us.

To extend online condolences, please visit our website at www.matthewsands
onfuneralhome.net

Arrangements have been entrusted to Matthews & Son Funeral Home.
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Holy Rosary Cemetery

152 Veterans Dr.
Kaplan, LA 70548
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Mass of Christian Burial
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602 Church Ave.
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Tribute Wall

Lena Mae Saltzman

January 28, 2023 at 04:12 PM

We deeply regret not being able to say our goodbyes in person but
at 90 years old we don't get out in the weather much these days.
We have many many wonderful memories of our good friends in the
Airstream Club. Lena was the life of the party playing joker, dominos
and bouree. Her beautiful smile will surely be missed. Our deepest
condolences to the family.

Nettie and Conrad Simoneaux

Nettie & Conrad Simoneaux - June 06, 2021 at 03:12 PM

Louisiana Airstream Club purchased the Peace,
Prayers, & Blessings- Lavender and White for the
family of Lena Mae Saltzman.

Louisiana Airstream Club - June 05, 2021 at 12:04 PM

Lavender & White Standing Wreath was
purchased for the family of Lena Mae Saltzman.

June 04, 2021 at 12:42 PM


https://www.matthewsandsonfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4276&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.matthewsandsonfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4276&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.matthewsandsonfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4276&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.matthewsandsonfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=656&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.matthewsandsonfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=656&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Kay, Jan and Martha purchased the Peace, Pray
ers, & Blessings- Lavender and White for the
family of Lena Mae Saltzman.

Kay, Jan and Martha - June 04, 2021 at 12:41 PM

Team Oasis/PEO Paychex INC. purchased the W
hite Standing Spray for the family of Lena Mae
Saltzman.

Team Oasis/PEO Paychex INC. - June 04, 2021 at 12:27 PM

NoVa Family - Amy, Mari, Aimee, Joel, Becky &
Amy purchased the Cherished Memories - All Wh
ite for the family of Lena Mae Saltzman.

NoVa Family - Amy, Mari, Aimee, Joel, Becky & Amy - June
04, 2021 at 12:17 PM

No one else could make crawfish and shrimp dishes like Lena, |
always looked forward to our Airstream Club Rally's when Lena was
hosting because | knew the food would be delicious. Love and will
miss you Miss Lena.

Larry and Judy Boudreaux, Thibodaux, LA

Larry & Judy Boudreaux - June 04, 2021 at 09:07 AM
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Muilticolor Bright Sympathy Floor Basket was
purchased for the family of Lena Mae Saltzman.

June 03, 2021 at 09:15 PM

John & Yvette Landry purchased the Blue & Whit
e Sympathy Standing Spray for the family of
Lena Mae Saltzman.

John & Yvette Landry - June 03, 2021 at 07:49 PM

127 files added to the album LifeTributes

Matthews Funeral Home - June 03, 2021 at 07:02 PM
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Mom was a 2-3 pot coffee drinker a day, but when asked by a
doctor how many cups of coffee she would drink a day, it’s always 2
cups. Dad and | would always laugh.

Charlene Jannise - June 03, 2021 at 06:32 PM

When Ms Lenas name came up,(sharing baseball stories), my Dad
(Emery) made us all laugh remembering the “Tale of Lens’s Lost

Glasses!)
We were all blessed having known Ms Lena!

Loraine B Campbell - June 06, 2021 at 01:28 PM



